
Scientific Notation

-a way to represent large and small numbers
-a way to indicate significant figures

(always ONE nonzero digit before
the decimal)



Scientific notation removes the need for placeholder zeros, and that's good when you're dealing
with very large and very small numbers!

Scientific notation indicates significant figures without extra decimal points or lines.  All numbers 
in front of the power of ten are significant!

To write a number in scientific notation, move the decimal point so that it is behind the first nonzero
number.  The power of ten will be the number of places you moved the decimal.  If the number is 
less than 1, the power of ten is negative.  If it's greater than one, the power of ten is positive.



Using scientific notation on a calculator:

on a TI-83:


